
Kipling Great War Deaths 1914-15 

KIPLING, THOMAS WILLIAM 

Rank: 
Seaman 

Service No: 
4772B 

Date of Death: 
22/09/1914 

Regiment/Service: 
Royal Naval Reserve 

H.M.S. "Hogue."  

Panel Reference 
8. 

Memorial 
CHATHAM NAVAL MEMORIAL 

 

Historical Information 

After the First World War, an appropriate way had to be found of commemorating those members of the 
Royal Navy who had no known grave, the majority of deaths having occurred at sea where no 
permanent memorial could be provided. 
 
An Admiralty committee recommended that the three manning ports in Great Britain - Chatham, 
Plymouth and Portsmouth - should each have an identical memorial of unmistakable naval form, an 
obelisk, which would serve as a leading mark for shipping. The memorials were designed by Sir Robert 
Lorimer, who had already carried out a considerable amount of work for the Commission, with sculpture 
by Henry Poole. The Chatham Naval Memorial was unveiled by the Prince of Wales (the future King 
Edward VIII) on 26 April 1924. 

 

 

 
 

 
The Navy List – November 1914 

 

On the morning of 22 September, Hogue and her sisters, Aboukir and Cressy, were on 

patrol without any escorting destroyers as they had been forced to seek shelter from 

bad weather. The three sisters were in line abreast, about 2,000 yards (1,800 m) apart, 

at a speed of 10 knots (19 km/h; 12 mph). They were not expecting submarine attack, 

but they had lookouts posted and had one gun manned on each side to attack any 

submarines sighted. The weather had moderated earlier that morning and Tyrwhitt 

was en route to reinforce the cruisers with eight destroyers. 

U-9, commanded by Kapitänleutnant Otto Weddigen, had been ordered to attack 

British transports at Ostend, but had been forced to dive and take shelter from the 

storm. On surfacing, she spotted the British ships and moved to attack. She fired one 

http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/142000/CHATHAM%20NAVAL%20MEMORIAL
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_Aboukir_(1900)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_Cressy_(1899)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kapit%C3%A4nleutnant


torpedo at 06:20 at Aboukir that struck her on the starboard side; the ship's captain 

thought he had struck a mine and ordered the other two ships to close to transfer his 

wounded men. Aboukir quickly began listing and capsized around 06:55. As Hogue 

approached her sinking sister, Captain Wilmot Nicholson realized that it had been a 

submarine attack and signalled Cressy to look for a periscope although his ship 

continued to close on Aboukir as her crew threw overboard anything that would float 

to aid the survivors in the water. Having stopped and lowered all her boats, Hogue 

was struck by two torpedoes around 06:55. The sudden weight loss of the two 

torpedoes caused U-9 to broach the surface and Hogue's gunners opened fire without 

effect before the submarine could submerge again. The cruiser capsized about ten 

minutes after being torpedoed as all of her watertight doors had been open and sank at 

07:15 

Cressy attempted to ram the submarine, but did not hit anything and resumed her 

rescue efforts until she too was torpedoed at 07:20. She too took on a heavy list and 

then capsized before sinking at 07:55. Several Dutch ships began rescuing survivors 

at 08:30 and were joined by British fishing trawlers before Tyrwhitt and his ships 

arrived at 10:45. The combined total from all three ships was 837 men rescued and 62 

officers and 1,397 enlisted men lost.  

 

 
1891 Corners Yard, Whitby 

 

 
Whitby Gazette - Friday 15 October 1897 

 



 
1901 The Cragg, Whitby 

 

 

 
 
Whitby Gazette - Friday 11 July 1902 

 

 

 

 
Whitby Gazette - Friday 02 May 1902 

 

 

 
Whitby Gazette - Friday 13 May 1904 

 

Mary Ann Martin had married iron worker James Kipling (46)  in 1884. The 

certificate states that he was the son of the late James Kipling, blacksmith. 

 



 
Whitby Gazette - Saturday 03 May 1884 
 
Thomas’s navy record card has survived and we can see from it that he enrolled as a 

reservist in 1907 and was a fisherman. He was mobilised on 2 August 1914 and 

posted to HMS Hogue at Chatham. 

 

 
 

 
 

We can also see that in 1923/4 payment (described as ‘Naval Prize Money’) was 

made to his mother, who by that time was living at Sheepscar near Leeds. 

 

 
Whitby Gazette - Friday 20 September 1918



 

KIPLING, WILLIAM 

Rank: 
Lance Corporal 

Service No: 
12428 

Date of Death: 
20/04/1915 

Age: 
21 

Regiment/Service: 
King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry 

"A" Coy. 1st Bn.  

Panel Reference 
Panel 47. 

Memorial 
YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL 

Additional Information: 

Son of George and Mary Ann Kipling, of 85, Hodgson St., Sheffield. 

 

 
1911 85 Hodgson Street, Sheffield 

 

William was one of the Notts Kiplings. 
 

1st Battalion KOYLI 
 
04.08.1914 Stationed at Singapore. 
27.09.1914 Embarked for England from Singapore arriving at Southampton and then moved to 
Hursley Park and then Harwich. 
17.02.1914 Moved to Hursley Park to join the 83rd Brigade of the 28th Division. 
16.01.1915 Mobilised for war and landed at Havre and engaged in various actions on the Western 
Front including; The Second Battle of Ypres 1915 

 

http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/91800/YPRES%20(MENIN%20GATE)%20MEMORIAL


 
 

The Second Battle of Ypres is deemed to have begun on 22 April 1915 with the 

German release of poison gas. William died in action two days earlier, when the 1st 

KOYLI were probably already in the front line.  

 

William’s sacrifice redeemed his turbulent youth: 

 

 
Sheffield Evening Telegraph - Tuesday 08 
July 1913 
 



William’s name appears on the Menin gate at Ypres. 

 

 

 
 

 



 

KIPLING, WILFRED 

Rank: 
Private 

Service No: 
17457 

Date of Death: 
08/05/1915 

Age: 
26 

Regiment/Service: 
King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) 

2nd Bn.  

Panel Reference 
Panel 12. 

Memorial 
YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL 

Additional Information: 

Son of John and Margaret Kipling, of 31, Salthouse Rd., Barrow-in-Furness. 

 

 
 

Wilfred’s battalion was in the same division as William’s. He also therefore most 

likely lost his life in the Second Battle of Ypres. On the 8th May, the day Wilfred 

died, the battalion suffered more than 300 men killed in fierce German attacks at 

Frezenberg. 

 

http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/91800/YPRES%20(MENIN%20GATE)%20MEMORIAL


 
1911 Devon St., Barrow-in-Furness 

 

 
1861 Cotherstone 

 

 
1841 Cotherstone 

 

Wilfred was the son of John Kipling, originally from Cotherstone. He was therefore 

from the Pitcherhouse group. His possessions were returned to his father, along with 

a gratuity. 

 

 



 

KIPLING, JOHN 

Rank: 
Lieutenant 

Date of Death: 
27/09/1915 

Age: 
18 

Regiment/Service: 
Irish Guards 

2nd Bn.  

Grave Reference 
VII. D. 2. 

Cemetery 
ST. MARY'S A.D.S. CEMETERY, HAISNES 

Additional Information: 

Only son of Rudyard and Carrie Kipling, of Batemans, Burwash, Sussex. 

 
“St. Mary's Advanced Dressing Station" was established, during the Battle of Loos, and the cemetery 
named from it is at the same place. The cemetery was made after the Armistice, by the concentration of 
graves from the battlefield of Loos; the great majority of the graves are those of men who fell in 
September and October 1915. 
 

 
1911 St Aubyn’s School, Rottingdean 

 

 
Thursday 24 September 1914, Western Daily Press 

 

 
 

http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/33800/ST.%20MARY'S%20A.D.S.%20CEMETERY,%20HAISNES
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John Kipling died on the third day of the Battle of Loos. Loos was coal-mining area 

and many of the attacks were against German-occupied mine heads or ‘puits’. The 

Guards Division advanced towards Puits 14 and Chalk Pit Woods where it met fierce 

opposition. The particular attack in which John died is described below: 

 

 
The Irish Guards in the Great War : The Second Battalion – Rudyard Kipling1 

 

 
Nottingham Evening Post - Wednesday 06 October 1915 

 

An identifiable body was never recovered.  

 

 
 

                                                 
1 Rudyard describes him as 2nd Lieutenant, which is what he would have been considered, although a 

promotion to full Lieutenant was reported posthumously in the London Gazette in November 1915, 

effective from June 1915. 



His name was inscribed on the memorial wall at Dud Corner cemetery, which was 

unveiled by his father in 1930 (accompanied by his wife, and John’s mother, Carrie). 

 

 
Western Morning News - Friday 01 August 1930 

 

 
 

In 1992, a grave at St Mary’s cemetery previously of an unknown Lieutenant of the 

Irish Guards was controversially designated as being that of John Kipling. 

 

 
 

In My Boy Jack?, Tonie and Valmai Holt explain why they think the body is not that 

of John’s or, for that matter, necessarily even that of a Lieutenant of the Irish Guards. 

 

If it was possible to gain permission, a y-chromosome DNA test would reveal whether 

or not there was a match to the two relatives of Rudyard who have already been 

tested. 

 

 

‘Have you news of my boy Jack?’ 

Not this tide 

‘When d‘you think that he’ll come back?’ 

Not with this wind blowing, and this tide 

 



John is also listed on the war memorial at Burwash in East Sussex and commemorated 

on a plaque inside the church. 

 

  
 

The plaque contains the motto “Qui ante diem periit” – ‘who died before his time’. 

The plaque was designed by Charles Wheeler, later president of the Royal Academy. 

The motto is from the final verse of Henry Newboult’s poem of 1897-8 ‘Clifton 

Chapel’, the last four lines of which Kipling had placed at the head of one of his 

Stalky & Co stories in 1899. 

 

[God send you fortune: yet be sure, 

Among the lights that gleam and pass, 

You'll live to follow none more pure 

Than that which glows on yonder brass:] 

'Qui procul hinc,' the legend's writ,-- 

The frontier-grave is far away-- 

'Qui ante diem periit: 

Sed miles, sed pro patria.' 

 

 

 
 


